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Dear FCJ College community, 

This week we embark on our Season of Creation – a time in
our world where we pause, reflect and consider the
wonderful gift from our God that is creation and how we
have been treating this gift. To acknowledge this important
time, several of our students will be attending the Sandhurst
Diocese Celebration of the Season of Creation where they
will participate in tree planting and join Bishop Shane in
celebrating Mass. Stay tuned for more updates across the
month as we continue to recognise this important season in
our calendar. 

Vision and Mission Update

As you are aware, we have been engaged in a whole-
community process to review our current identity statement,
our vision and our graduate outcomes. Staff and students
have been involved in this process to offer their insights and
wisdom into the school we have been, the school we
currently are and the school we want to be in the future. This
week, we had a number of families join us in two separate
workshops – online and face to face to assist us in
developing, refining and building upon the ideas as shared
by our students and staff. This was a great conversation and
life-giving as the families who participated shared their
insights so honestly and carefully. My thanks to them all. We
look forward to sharing with you the outcome of this process
once the College Council has approved the new versions. 

Uniform 
Well, if you want to generate a buzz in a school community,
simply talking about the uniform and showing some samples
of what ‘might be’ will do so. We’re thrilled to be partnering

with Noone’s to review our current uniform. The staff and
the students have seen the sample items and have been
giving wonderful, helpful feedback. Parents who attended
the face to face interviews this week will have seen the
displays as well, and I thank them for their feedback. If you
saw the uniforms and didn’t get a chance to offer your input
– please do so at the link here:
https://forms.gle/yJ6Aj8AGMWDLCHNL7

The uniforms will be on display in the front office until the
end of next week. We will make final decisions and
announcements early next term. 

Masterplan
As we continue to grow and look for opportunities to review
our buildings and facilities, we have gone to tender for an
architect to assist us in developing a new Masterplan. Once
we have selected the architect firm to walk alongside in this
journey, we will be seeking our communities involvement in
this important process. Please keep an eye out for invitations
to join this conversation next term. 

Deputy Principals
I’m thrilled to share with the community the announcement
of our new dual Deputy Principal model for 2025 and
beyond and to share with you the successful applicants for
those roles.

Deputy Principal - Learning: Kirsty Renkin
We are delighted to appoint Kirsty Renkin as our new
Deputy Principal of Learning. Kirsty is no stranger to FCJ
College, she is currently our Director of Learning Diversity
and, before that, served as Director of Learning and
Teaching. Her extensive experience and deep
understanding of educational practice make her an
invaluable addition to our Executive Team. In her new role,
Kirsty will work closely with the Deputy Principal of
Community to strategically lead the development of student
learning and the professional practice of our staff. She will
support the Principal in all aspects of College leadership,
dedicating herself to reflecting on, developing, and
articulating the vision and future direction of FCJ College.

https://forms.gle/yJ6Aj8AGMWDLCHNL7


11-13 Year 9 Camp

20 Last Day Term 3

7 Student Free Day - Staff Professional
Learning 

8 First day Term 4

29-20 Year 9 OED - Warby's Overnight Camp

1 Student Free Day - Staff Professional
Learning

4 Student Free Day

5 Student Free Day - Melbourne Cup
Day

19-21 U2OES - Coastal Surf Trip

26 Grade 5 Discovery Day

27 Year 11 Student Free Day

28 Year 11 Feedback Day

29 Student Free Day - Staff Professional
Practice Day (Headstart Preparation)
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What's On

6  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4 T E R M  3  W E E K  8

September

October

November

Winning pastoral group 10Z enjoying lunch after
winning the footy tipping competition.

Deputy Principal - Community: Joseph Mount
We are equally thrilled to confirm that Joseph Mount will
continue in his role as Deputy Principal but in the newly
structured role of Deputy Principal Community. Joseph has
been a cornerstone of our leadership team for the past 15
years, bringing with him a wealth of experience in Catholic
education. His deep commitment to our school’s mission
and his vast knowledge of our community’s needs have been
instrumental in guiding FCJ College through many years of
growth and change. As Deputy Principal of Community,
Joseph will collaborate with Kirsty Renkin to strategically
lead and nurture our school community, ensuring that we
continue to thrive while staying true to our rich Catholic
heritage and the FCJ tradition.

This transition to a dual Deputy Principal structure is a
significant step in ensuring that FCJ College continues to
excel in providing exceptional education and community
support. Both Kirsty and Joseph bring a wealth of
experience, passion, and commitment to their roles, and we
are confident that their leadership will greatly benefit our
entire school community.

Exciting times to be at FCJ College! 

Go well, 

Shaun Mason 
Principal
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The Year 9 Semester 2 Outdoor Education group recently went
out on their first trips to Winton Wetlands for mountain biking
and Mount Pilot for abseiling and climbing. We somehow
managed the only clear day without forecast rain across the
week, but the wind increased throughout the day.
The wetlands were vastly different at this time of the year with
rain and warmer weather bringing a lot of life to the area. The
mountain bike group were lucky to spot a large variety of birds
including pelicans and swans, and some birds of prey as well.
A really special moment was the huge mob of kangaroos which
hopped along the trails in front of us, with excitable joeys
bouncing all over the place. The group displayed excellent skill
throughout the day and covered more than 20km. 
The second group challenged themselves on the cliffs of Mount
Pilot, where they saw Peregrine Falcons who were nesting
nearby. Everyone challenged themselves on the abseils and
climbs, developing trust and communication within their group. 
Leadership and teamwork are important skills for students going
forward into more outdoor adventures. This was a great first
step for these students.

 Y E A R  9  O U T D O O R  E D U C A T I O N :  F I R S T  A D V E N T U R E S
A T  W I N T O N  W E T L A N D S  A N D  M O U N T  P I L O T
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Today we met Xavier Norden, the Director of the new tech
school in Wangaratta. He introduced us to the tech school and
talked to us about what it is going to be like. He talked to us
about the tech schools being built and the things we could learn
about. It was interesting to hear about the technology that is at
the tech schools. He also brought in a few VR headsets, and we
got to use them and play around with them. The VR headsets
were very high tech and very good. It was a fun experience to
play with them and learn about them.
-   Riva 

E X P L O R I N G  T H E  F U T U R E :  A  V I S I T  F R O M  T H E  W A N G A R A T T A
T E C H  S C H O O L  D I R E C T O R  A N D  H A N D S - O N  V R  E X P E R I E N C E
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On 30 August, six of us who were present
were invited to try out some VR headsets.
We were first introduced to Xavier Norden,
the Director of the Wangaratta Tech school
who had talked to us about the new Tech
schools being built, some of the latest
opportunities we would have in the future
and some things we would be learning
about when we go on the excursion to the
Wangaratta Tech school for the day. 

It was exciting to hear what we would be
able to do at the Tech school and the things
we would be able to try out. The six of us
were then given a VR headset. Personally, I
haven't used one before but overall it was a
really fun and funny experience playing and
watching others playing it too.

- Chysanta
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SLAP, BANG, KISS was a very wonderful experience. I loved
the three storylines and how they acted them out having a
really deeper meaning behind the stories. - Chrysanta
Soledad

I really enjoyed this performance, it was engaging and
presented world issues in a creative way. - Imogen Williams

I enjoyed the performance and how they switched characters
so quickly and how they changed their voices to match the
characters which was inspiring and how they moved the
blocks of "cement" around " and managed to make them
seem like other objects. - Kiera Butler

I enjoyed watching the SLAP, BANG, KISS performance. The
actors were easily able to express the character they were
playing and changed their persona when the story skipped to
the next. It was so interesting and fascinating. - Shael Baldo

It was a good show and I enjoyed watching how the actors
managed to play multiple characters on the stage without
changing their voices or the costumes. - Eleanor Renkin

I enjoyed the sound design and monologues that the actors
performed as well as the question section at the end where
they talked about how they got into the show, and the
rehearsal process. - Emily Snell

Y E A R  9  D R A M A  &  Y E A R  1 0  M U S I C  I N  W P A C
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It was a different kind of drama than I was used to but the techniques used were very powerful and moving. -  
Max Weeks

I thought that the way that they had transitioned between speaking was very good and they did it very
smoothly. - Hunter Carter
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6th September, 2024 

Library displays: 

I’m sure a lot of you were fortunate enough to see the recent school production of Mary 
Poppins. Once again we were blown away by the talented cast, imaginative producers 
and all-hands-on-deck approach of all involved with this wonderful production. 
Congratulations to all and well done on recreating the magic of Mary on stage! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Paralympics- Paris 2024 

In the library we are also celebrating the 
many brave athletes competing in the 
Paralympics. We are keeping a medal 
tally and at this time we are doing 
extraordinarily well! AUSSIE GOLD! 
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FCJ COLLEGE'S

COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY

All students enrolled, and any child visiting
FCJ College, have a right to feel safe and
be safe. The wellbeing of children in our
care will always be our first priority and
we have zero tolerance to child abuse. We
aim to create a child safe and child
friendly environment where children feel
safe and are free to enjoy life to the full
without any concern for their safety.


